
 

South Plainfield Board of Education 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  

Public Budget Hearing & Adoption Minutes 

 High School Auditorium 

May 5, 2021 

6:30 p.m. 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We 

are resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  

 Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:  Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mr. Giannakis, Mrs. Miller,  

   Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Seesselberg, Mr. Chapman 

 

 Absent:  Mr. Cassio 

 

 Also Present: Dr. Noreen Tansey Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, Assistant  

   Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business Administrator; Mr. Marc   

   Zitomer, Legal Council 
 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and Tapinto on January 7, 2021. 

  

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited 

to three minutes duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same topic. 

 

V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Yazici presented the District Wellness Presentation. 

 

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items Only 
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VII. 2021/2022 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 Dr. Tansey Lishak and Mr. Benanti presented the 2021-2022 budget. 

 

VIII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

IX. FINANCE 

1. Adoption of Final 2021/2022 Budget 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of 

Education approve the adoption of the final 2021/2022 Budget and authorize the Business 

Administrator to submit same to the Middlesex County Superintendent of Schools as follows: 

 

   Fund 10   $66,412,533 

   Fund 20   $ 1,339,471 

   Fund 40   $ 2,853,539 

   Total Budget   $70,605,543 

 

As per N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7.3(a), the proposed budget provides for a maximum expenditure 

amount that may be allotted for travel appropriation of $55,150.  $68,125 was budgeted for 

the 2020/2021 school year, of which $2,924 was spent to date. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that 

the Board of Education approves the following amounts to be raised by taxes, which in final 

form, will be submitted to the Middlesex Cunty Superintendent of Schools on or before May 

14, 2021. 

   General Fund   $51,867,203 

   Debt Service   $  2,084.020 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board approves the appropriations from the 

following accounts for the 2021/2022 school year: 

 

   Capital Reserve   $1,500,000 

   Maintenance Reserve  $1,000,000 

   Emergency Reserve  $              4 

2. Approval of Board Member/Staff Member Conference/Travel 

Approve the following expenditure, which is compliant with State payment guidelines, 

employee job responsibilities, and critical to the needs of the school district pursuant to 

Bylaw #0147. 

Name Workshop Date Cost 

Debbie Boyle NJSBA Spring Education Symposium 

(Virtual) 

May 12, 2021 $50.00 
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Sharon Miller NJSBA Spring Education Symposium 

(Virtual) 

May 12, 2021 $50.00 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of 

Education approves the foregoing resolutions. 

  MOTION: Mr. Giannakias SECOND:  Mrs. Miller VOTE:  9-0 

  Mrs. Boyle and Mrs. Miller abstained on themselves in item #2. 

X.     BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

 

XI. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Lisa Manz, 2341 Oxford Avenue, expressed her feelings on board member comments that 

were made during the previous board meeting. 

 

Ms. Briana Manz, 2341 Oxford Avenue, expressed her feelings on board member comments that 

were made during the previous board meeting. 

 

XII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Chapman recognized the teachers for Teacher Appreciation Week, congratulated the 

district’s new Key Club Charter, congratulated the students that were inducted into the Junior 

National Honor Society, congratulated the cheerleaders on their state championship, 

congratulated State Champion Wrestler Anthony White, congratulated Karl Spolarich for his 

nomination as the new president of the SPEA, thanked Maryann  Borborou for spearheading the 

memorial for Mrs. Patti Waters, and talked about his excitement for the 1:1 Chromebooks for the 

entire district.   

 

Mr. Farinella echoed Mr. Chapman’s congratulatory remarks and he recognized the principals for 

School Principals’ Day which was on May 1st. Mrs. Boyle thanked Mrs. Lapp for being present 

at the meeting to take temperatures and distribute Covid forms and said that we should still offer 

Zoom as a way for residents to participate in the meetings.  She acknowledged the teachers for 

Teacher Appreciation Week, congratulated the Key Club, and thanked the principals and 

students; thanked Shane White for always taking on new endeavors for our students; thanked the 

SPHS marching band parents for the dedication of the bench in honor of Patti Waters; thanked 

Pam Ackerman Garcia, along with teachers Catherine Winter and Stacy Vozeh for their workshop 

on the elementary literacy program; thanked Assemblyman Rob Karabinchak for working on 

healthcare resolutions; thanked  Mr. Andy Brandon for continually providing updated 

information on the Special Education programs and asked that the board members continue to 

receive links for student programs. 

 

Mr. Seesselberg thanked the teachers in honor of Teacher Appreciation Week; congratulated Karl 

Spolarich for his nomination as President of the SPEA, congratulated the business office and 

everyone at the building level that was a part of building the budget.  He discussed the need for a 

certified drama teacher and said he would like to see movement in that direction. 

 

Mr. Giannakis thanked the administration for the budget, thanked the teachers and principals for 

their hard work, and congratulated Anthony White on his state title.  Mr. Giannakis addressed the 
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public comments that were made earlier and clarified that his comments from last month were not 

directed at anyone and said that he is sorry for those that thought they were directed at their 

family.  He also wished all the mothers a Happy Mother’s Day. 

 

Mrs. Miller said that the memorial for Patti Waters was beautiful, she thanked the teachers and 

principals for all they do, congratulated Karl Spolarich on his nomination, congratulated the Key 

Club inductees, and announced that the High School PTO-O will be having a clothing drive on 

June 5th in the HS parking lot  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Pennisi congratulated everyone on a successful budget, congratulated Anthony White,  

acknowledged the teachers for Teacher Appreciation Week.    

 

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select one 

or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive 

government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of 

individual privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5.         a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with 

public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible 

violations or violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of 

attorney-client privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely 

affected request an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg  VOTE:  9-0 

 

Following the executive session, Mr. Chapman initiated a conversation about naming the 

administration building.  Following discussion of the Board, Mr. Chapman asked Mr. Benanti to 

take the necessary steps to solicit nominations for the naming of the administration building.  

 

Mr. Chapman initiated a conversation on the naming of the press box.  Following discussion of 

the Board, Mr. Chapman asked Mr. Benanti to poll the Board to see if they would like to proceed 

with the naming of the press box. With a vote of 5-3, the board is in favor of seeking nomination 

for the press box.  Mr. Chapman asked Mr. Benanti to take the necessary steps to solicit 

nominations for the naming of the press box.    

 

XIV. AGENDA APPROVAL 
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RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on May 12, 2021, as may have been 

modified, is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller   VOTE:  9-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 With no further business of the board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


